THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
ator THE PROCEMDINGS OF TH 45th ANN/AL CONPURENCE HELD AT CONVEY HALL? RED LION 


SATURDAY AND SUNDJY APRIL 15th. 16th AND 17th 1949. 


The General Secretary called the conference to order at 11.10.aem. 


“T.C. I. ON FRIDAY: 


Chairman. R.MoDowall. 
Vice-Chairman W. vateors. 
Tellers. Howard and /lley. 


Item. (1) B.C.Mootings. = no action. 
, ‘ 


nn - e 


Item (2) E.C..ttond.ncos. = no action. 


(3) BRANCHES AND MEMBERSHIP. 
(uv) Contral Branch - no section. 


(b) Report of Contral Organiser. 
RESOLUTION - Lawrenoe( Bloomsbury.) Jndrevws(Southend) "that this conference recommends 
Branches not to hold unduly large balances in their Branch funds". 


Resolution carriocd 29-17. 


(c) New Branchos - No action. 


(a) Exowlsion. 
RESOLUTION - (Hackmoy Branch) "That conroary to the B.C.'s decision this Conference 
positively asserts that any momber holding views contrary to the 
Declaration of Principles does by holding such views constitute action 
detrimental to the interests of the Party" 


Hackney opened by saying that we could not havo in the Perty members holding views 

contrery to our principles. If we did we could have members with pro-ca ,italist ideas, 

denying the class struggle etc. Applicants for memborship had to agree with our 

principles, but if wo had mombers dis«greoing with than there would be considerable 

confusion vith would-be manbers. If wo think our principlos are incorrect we should 

change thom but not allow manbers to remain in who disagroe with thom. 

Menchester opposed the resolution and said that we must always be prepared to e.emine 

the correctness of our principles in the light of chonging conéitions, otherwise we 

will become a dogmatic sect with the founder mombers holding a2 pormenont magdate over 

the Party. Mombo.s who dis.gree with our principles should be givon freedom to 

criticiso. South West London supported the resolution and argued that tho Party was 

built on the D.claration of Principlos and a manber who did not agree with them should 

bo put outside the Party. Bloomsbuty hold that Hackney was roally concerned with 

members attacking the Party in public. If this resolution were carried we should be 

dabbling in'Dangvrous: thoughts! and thoso vho thought differently on our principles 

would be put outsido. There are opposing viows in the Party on Trade Unions and also 

on tho past war whon some members considered that an Allied Victory was preferable to 

a Nazi victory Croydon considered that any diversion from our Principles is ® danger 

to the Perty .s we uso thom as a guide, but if our principles ere at Pault we should 

chango then. Fulham asked how it would be possible to alter the Declaration of = 

Principlos if 211 who did not agree with thom were sent out of the Party. A matter of 

ovor forty yoars standing should suroly be subject to discussion. Edgware supported 

tho rcsolution and seid that if mombers held views contrary to our principles the work 

@ tho Perty would bo hindered and the Party would continually be occupied with useleés: 

discussion. If the EC did not consider that it was detrimental to» Party interests for 

members to hold views contrary to our principles why did they ask a menber who ur 

for the Armed forces to resign 2? ‘est Hom claimed that the resolution was 

unnecessary es our rules already covered questions of discipline adequately. If a 3h wate 

member violently discgrees with us the present rules could deal with it. Islington 
' said that branches need not waste their time with long discussions with members 

disogreeing with the principles. Membors who disagree with us in the end invaricb: 

lea’e. If this resolution were carried we should have to have careful interpreta’ 

of oach part of the Declaration of Principles. Another Bloomsbury delegete point 

out that in th: past wo had had membors who had interpretated the Diclaration of — 

Principles very differently to themajority of the Party but they had not boon 

tho resolution were carried mumbers would be reluctant to discuss issuos tnvolvi: 

controversial interpretation of our Principles. 4n EC member said that the EC | 

to draw a lino between thinking ond acting. Hecknoy's aim was sound, they wanted 

Party in which members agreed with each other but their resolution would not b 

effoct. Yould thoy for exemple, charge mombers who sabmitted articles to the 

Committee which showed an unsound besis. If the threat of expulsion is held ) 


—— wo 
( y 
i : 
F eal thuy will not voice their views ani they will go uncorrected. Newport supported ¢ 


resolution. The dologate soid thet if we permitted members to dis-gree with the 
p inetplos ve hed no reeson to exclude from momborship applicants who disagreed with thom. 
in ECmombor said that tho fault was that of tho EC. Tho roal ease against the momber 
of Hackney Branch v.s thet he md oxpressed views contrary to the Party vrinciples 
in wublic end therefor ec had worded their resolution to Hackney badly. inothor BC t 
momber said that all issues of party controversy wore tiod up with the Declaration 
of Principles and ho gavo oxemplus of Spain od the las$ war. The party would die 
Athout discussione If wo wcopt the resolution wo should always be in the position 
of c polling a minority. . further EC member said that acceptence of the Declaration 
of Principles was the test for applicants. It conteined the minimum and the maximum. 
inothcr EC mombor seid that ovon if carriod the resolution could hot be put into 
operation as there vore no moans by which the viows of mombors could be osts* lished 
unless they oxpresso¢ them. This resolution would turn the Declaration of Principles 
into - dry script. Wo went our principles to remain a living document. 4 second 
Heckmoy dolvugeate seid that tho real "Dangerous thoughts' today were those by which the 
working class sup_orted’ Ca italism. 
The resvlution wes lost 29=50. 
Record of voting.For:- Bradford Croydon Dartford Bagwaro Hackney Newport (1) Paddington 
St.Poncras Southend and SV London. 
igainst:- Bloomsbury Esling Fulham Glasgow Islington Kingston Luvishan 
Leyton Manchester Merylebone Palmers Green Yeast Ham, Woolwich. Abstained - Tottenham. 
RESOLUTION Guy end Leche (Lovrishen) "That this onference ondorses the EC's action 
vith rogard to Comrade Ross". 
D FERRING RESOLUTION: -: Robertson(Haexney) Korr(West Ham)"That consideration of the 
resolution be deforrod to the Delegate meeting" Lost 14-59. 
The resolution was carried 27-19. 


(co) E.JeSTACEY. 
UTION- Ealing Brench"Tht this conferenco considers it dutrimental to the Party's 
interosts for a member to voluntarily join tho Forces(ie irmy Navy and 
rolic. Forces) and a mombor so doing shall be lapsed". 
ndnent 1. Ealing and Lowishan"That the words'ami police" bo deleted". 
: 2. Hackney, Paddington ond Croydon"That the word'lapsad' be isleted ami the 
word'cexpolled' inserted. 
3. S.'%-London" Theat the words'Be lapsed! be deletod and the words'automatically 
cofse mmbership' be inserted" 
" 4. Bloomsbury"Thet this confe enco considers that any member who voluntarily 
(ic othce thin conscripted) joins the fighting forces (Army Nevy end Air 
Forec) automctically teminates his or her mombership of the Party". 
" 5. Glasga;"That this conference rucommends that any momber of the SPGB 
volunterily joining tho armed forces be expelled". 


Ealing opened by saying that tho Branch now considorcd that the resolution end amendn 
worc out of order in that they conflicted with Party rules and that thoy could not | 
no:; sup ort thoir owm motion. The chairman rulod that the resilution and emendmente ; 
in oréore “yy 
RESOWUPION:- Barrcs nd Critchfield(Baling) "Theat the chairman leaye the chair®  — | 
lost by & large majority. : vf 


Merylebonue were in favour of the aubomatic cessation of membership when members volt 
for the forces. Hov can we say ve oppose the war when mombers volunteer for the for 
There should be a gonoral rule and cases should not be judged on their alleged merits. 
Escwere seid that ve czpelled members who joined tho Lebour Party to which wo were ~ 
opposed oud this surely should apply to the armed forces. Conscripts may be unable t 
evoid sorvice but voluntcers go. without prossure. The General Secretary gave an eccou! 
of the attitude of the Party on this quostion proviously. In the 1914/18 wor the 
attitude was to judge each case on its morits from the point of view of the economic 
pressure to vhich themembcor was subjoct. This was of course before conscription was 
introduced. Somo munbers head boon uxpolled ond in other casos the BC then had refused & 
ratify expulsion by Branches. Hackney claimed that it was an embarrassment to — 
tht’ Pertyrif honbors*vobuimecr for the forces. South Jest London asked Hacimey what 
aiffcrence was there in principle between members in the forces and those making ~ 
armaments. Hackney replicd that although thore was little choice Socialists as 
workers could justify thoir position. Workers had very littlo choice when tho fiz 
which thoy workod turned over tp ormaomonts. ‘Tho armed forcos are used to subju 
the working class. An EC manber opposed the resolution and amenimamts on th 
that they conflicted with Party rule end wore a violation of the rights of mam 
Members wero nover turnod out of the Party oxeept by tho operation of Party 
resolution and anondments introduced a now principle. Howevor a manbor 
to the interests of tho Party ho had the right so far to dofend him 
when cheargod or at a D. legate mcting or conforence. 


) ; 

Croydon Branch in suport of their sen) ogg tccha BgQo thet tho lapsing of members only 
operatod whore non=paymont of duvs is concernod. A Haclmey dofBgate said thet political 
cotivity wes impossible for embers ak eham Sas qhapeudhenll ARP ORR CUBiiAie Sane We 
rovolutionary organisation and it is inconsistent for us to be members of forces that 
oxist to dofoml that to which vo 4 opposed. Leyte Marged thet it was.) possible-gor o) 
mombors of the forces to ongage in politioal activity. Yo do not “eho, t mp ~ Jobs even 
though “thoy assist in running tho systom. _ dnothor Loyton de legate ssmed : Cony try 
cose ba Judcad.an ike marLte., Ruy Oembon wo Welantaons. dhouladiaee thé-nignt Holdogeia) 
hig,action to,tho party.in the light of his wm particular circumstances. Glasgow said 
thet sitico placing their anendmont on the ogonda their attitude had- changed and the 

no: considoroé thet each caso bo judged on 4ts#-morits. 4 Bloomsbury delegate, 

seid that a lino had to dram botwoon the police forco ant the armed forges 48 & momber 
could loave tho police force if it provod im ombarressmont to the Party but this did: 

not apply to tho armed forces. Mombors sometimes in tho past had hed to do things. that 
they considorod an omabrrossmont to tho Pbrty and had resigned, dnothor question was 
whothor tho euthoritios would not coma down on tho Party if wo had a ruling of this 
naturo. i Loyion Delugate said that from his ovn,expsrience in th fore.s he had 

not foum that political activitied wero proventel. For example, discussion groups 

were held. He himself imov of thoso x vho had’ boon turnod out of the forces boceuse 

of political viows hold by thon. 


Glasgoy amen ment lost 8=57 ake con A fiers . 

Bloomsbury " all iseht 2 tee La = 
SY Lonion  " W116 war. bgt 

He ckhey ,Paddington “> . Hy : oes! 

ond Creydon mls 26 —43 oe ae 

Baling & Lowishan " 5-64 4 

Ealin: resolution " | 52085 a 


ae 


RESOLUTION-Flittor & Borender { Fulham)" that this’ conference considers that any member who 
voluntarily(io other than’ednstriptel)-joins the Armed forces (Army Nevy and 


s .ir Forco) shell be d-emed to have acted in a mame. 4d. trimental 
interedts of tho Party" itt eee ek ~ eer Oe eaheude E pens 


Fulham oponsd by saying that most members soomed tO ‘peroe that 4 line hzd-to te 

drawn somowhere. The othr resolutions put forvard by othor b enchos ‘under sthis.. .- 1°: 

heading by othr branches wore of a similar nature, Wost Ham sajda- thet tt was ‘Iniicrous 
for momters ofthe Pérty to onfage-in°ths: sledgntsr “or thdir fell wy workers 

they did so-at' was d violation of th: Declaration of Principles. Peddington sup ortea 
the rvusolution claiming that it doos not violete tho miles as was argued against tho 
previous resolution and emendmunts . Yo should, as Socialists, bo prepared fo give | ° 
up things to safoguerd our menborship of tho Party. Anothor EC monbor; said that. he was 
op,osed to mombors boing in th Party. whothor tho: woro conscripted or voluiteered 

for tho forcos. It was am omberrassment, to propagandists to be told of members — . & 
voluntooring for the forces and also. an ombarressmont t mombors personally. There. wore 
not many who volunteored and this was proéf of the strongth of tho case of those who 
were opposed to it.’ Hackney delogate said that when it becemcknovn that our mombers 

did not voluhtoer for the forces, while the y may. not agree with us, it the long run 

it vould have a good cffect on gur propaganda. Our, position would be plain on this, 

eni wo should avoid judging cases on their merits. Marylebone said that the 

resolution conderms mombors without.« hoaring. Another EC member claimed* that he could _ 
see little difforence botwoen.those in the foregs end tuose engaged: in the production 

of. arms. Ye mst not forger thot in the past, and-mow to a more limited vitent, and in 
the futwo to a groater e.tent, poverty forces workers, into the armed forces. 
pointed out that if tho rosolution were carried it wuld automatically follow that 
mombors who. voluntoored for the forces would, be.expelled. 4 Heacknoy delegate pointed _ 
out that socialists liko other workers ,were forced to/work for wages, and that the 
cnergios of cago vorkors during the war were used forthe prosecution of that wary yet — 


those in the ‘armo! forces were more directly engegod in the slaughter. in EC ures 4 ” 
said that it vas em ombarrassment to him personally if members joined voluntarily. We d 


had to draw a line somowhore. If a pire benlebaas 

we should take the same line with those that voluntoer for * sated Flom 36 bape 
oxporienee of tho first world wer His view was that.to,judze each case on its. 
from the point of view of the economic pressure of tho mambor concerned, wi wes. 8. ent 
unsatisfactory. Our policy is one of opposition to war and no 


for tho forces should romain within . eae bury delegate 
wo should leave the docision for another year as. ver the result saaegrit 
have the unonimous support of tho party. “A Southend dclegete said he 


danger of the party being c&lled'the party that fightts for capitalism’ it 
is lost. Another Blomebury delegate s:.id that the mombers of the fo 
choice in the mattor of strize bron ings cael BC member said that 


y 
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of the Party or Socialism ? If tho former all mombers in any 
way connectod “ith the foreos should bo out of tho Party. But wa aim to i dy s 
the armo) forces and if this resolution ts dartiol wo shan't have one apr a 

army of Capitaliaa will grow largur an? ow difficulties will increase. Another 
monbor of the BC said that it as no argument in favour of the resolution t) say that 
members voluntesring for the forecs were a source of porsonal ombarrassmont to other 
momborse Fulham, in winding up, said they were oppose? to prying into the private lives 


of mombors. 


from tho point of view 


Resolution carried 36-25. 


RESOWWTION:- (Southend) "This conference recommenis that np mombur of the SPGB shall be 


& mombor of th «rmod Forces". 
Rosolution llst 9-64. 


MESS/.GES OF GREETING: ‘roro roed from Dublin Socialist Group, 8.P.of Now Zealand, 
R.F.onk(Vionne), S.Peof /ustrelia and J.Boucher(/frica). 


RESOLUTION.(Croydon) "That this conference instructs the BC to enquire into the 
possibility of instituting a uniform procedure throughout the Party 
for dialing with applicants for membership." 


Cr roy Jon said th t applicamts woro not boing asked the proper questions ani the keeness 
of some branches to get mombers was overshadowing the importance of being cortain of 
the pplicents understanding. “. uniform syllabus giving a list of questions wuld 
prevent this. Edg are oppose’ the resolution saying that mombors were capable 
of esying the necessary quostions, ond if they were not, & list of questions would 
ot holp cs the members thomselves would not know the result. £ Bloomsbury delegate 

soid we should make it casior rather then more difficult for members to join the Porty. 
“'o shoult got to kno applicants person: lly and keop in tough vith them. Some were 
norvous to join because of the quostions that might bo asked thom. Merylebono supported 
the resolution on the grounds that this methoi would be Gdsior. Members sometimes ask . 
qucstions tist aro irrelevont and all questions should be simple and cover our case. ~~ 
South “ust L ndon vero in fcvour seying that oach applicant should be treate. in the 
sone mannor. If ve milo it easior for mombors to como in we aro in danger of troating 

> Deleration of Principles too lightly. Ccoydon in winding up ‘claimed thet even now 
ome munbers 41d not und rstand tho position and it was necessary to safogur i tho ~~ 
future of the Perty. 

Resolution lost 23-50. * 


RESOLUTION~(Kingson) "That this conference recommends that a Committee be sot up to 
investigute the low return of ballot papers* 
Resolution carried 36-29. 


~ 
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(4) Propagempe = ' = as 
(&) 1948 Conference resolution. going 


RESOLUTION- (Hackney)"Thet this conforence rocomrenis that ‘the er of Provincia 
Propegendist Orgeniser rumein in abeyance”. 3 
--a0n iment -(Exocutivo Comittco"fhat this conference rucommen'is’ be .cleted". - 
ddcndum -(Bloomsbury) "to adé’unless in the opinion of the me & suitable cendidate 


43dcndun 
is availablo. et aug 
Tho EC emendmont wes agroed to. ~~ * Te > aan ~ teat 
iacendum cerried 38-27. sali , Z : a Baga ‘ a 


is a Sub.Ros. carried seer A i ce nee 


RESOLUPION- (Tottenham) "That this conforense recomndlle’ that & tanitine 
Propegendist Organiser be eppointed impediately". ay 
zen2mont .-(Z.C.)"To delete the words"that this confortnce a 
../Adendam=(Bloomsbury) "fo 244"providea that in’ the opinion of “em a uit 
cendidato is available" _— ra 


. 
on 


tmonimont-(Ealing)"Zo delete the word’London™™. lita 
Eoling amendment lost steryl's te ale 
Bloomsbury addendum los » ae 
~ Resolution lost 746. ~ ae | 
we) al ire = 


am ! 


(c) Propepends Stetisties - no ection. 


{a} Pr do Gonersl. 
BESOWTION - (Bradford)"that this conference deprocates tho use ‘oi de 


SPGE of vropogsr.és maturini, ducing speerhus ole. rz7 
*~ . 
ee ll UT le < 


Resolution lost 7=29. 


USSION. (Bradford) "'Spcokers Tosts'. Theat tho Branches be provided with a 
Standard sot of o. amination questions, in orde: that they may test, 
and if satisfactory pass thoir ow members as Party spoakore." 

FOR DISCUSSION. (Palmors Groon)"The position of now spoakers who havo not’takbn the 

Now Spoaokers Tost but who are speaking et outdoor meetings for the 
Party". 

TEM FOR DISCUSSION(St.>oncras)"Do compulsory speakers tosts assist the Party propaganda?” 

TEM FOR DISCUSSION(EBdgware) "That the Conference discuss the question of the New 

Speckers Test with a view to making it the respnsibility of the 

Branches. Each Branch to receive a sorios of set questions to ask 

prospective spekors etc. Also that all indoor le-turers shall 

have passei this test and other questions that may ariso”. 

in Eg aro ‘ol.gate said that tho presont proceduro is confusing. The best ped, le to 

judge spoakors wes tho Branches themselves as Brench mombors sco the individuals at 

work. It is inconvenient for .rovincial mombors to como to London to take the test. 

There wore also o number of London mootings lot down because the official speaker 

did not turn up ond no quelified spoeker was present. Tho tests aro often norve 

wracking. Indoor lecturers aro not compollod to take the tost and suroly the 

procedure should apply to all speakors or nono. 

Palmors Groon said that Branches now often hold mectings with non-qualified speakers 

when tho officiel speaker had failed to arrive. in EC momber(Goneral Secretary) said 

} that tho tost was imposod by EC ruling which had been confirmed by conference ami it 

was doubtful -hother tho procedure could be changed without a resolution submitted by 

b ] a Branch for plecine on the Conference Agonia. The test had worked satisfactorily end had 

stimulctod mombors to study. Arrangomonts have been and can be made for provincial 

rmombers to take the test in the provinces. VYith regard to indoor lectures, the position 
is difforonte Tho spoakor has carefully prepared his subject aro questions are 
Gonvurally on the subject specified. 

Falhan meinteinod that the procedure to take the tost was simple, and a. rangements 
could always bo made for members to tako it. Branches are not the best people to judge 
sposkers and he for ono, would not like his Branch to undertako that responsibility. 
Party mombors seem worried about tho lack of speakers - this resolution will not 

altor it. i Bloomsbury dulegate said that tho tost was not ticd down to a set of 
quostions but the idia of the tost was to go. 2 goneral idea of tho knowledge of the 
membor. If Brenches ere espeblo of judging thoir own sycakers thoy should not need 

° set questions. 

RESOLUTION- Moss(Edc are) and Grew(Birminghom) "That this conforence recommends that a 
Committee be sot up to oramine tho auestion of speakers tests with a view 
to moking it the responsibility of branchos. To generally reorgeanise tho 
existing now S_eakers Test to cover both indoor and outdo:or meetings, ani 
repyort to the noxt Delogate mecting"”. 
Lfter short discussion similar to that on the item for discussion Yeeks(Ealing) ani 
Kersloy(Bloomsbury) movod"That the vote be tcken" and this was agreod to. 
7 The resolution was lost by © large majority. 
} RESOLUTION-Bornard ond Hopwood(St.Pancras)"That this conference is of the opinion that 
! compulsory speakers tests do not assist Party Propaganda" 
in EC member opened for St.Pancres. He said that the New Speakers Test hed been 
f ; introducod by the Party to deal with the special conditions of war-time but conditions 
wore differont now. Any momber who undorstood the Party case would be a valuable 
asset on the platform. énothcr EC mambor said that if Branches now use unqualified 
speakers tho mattor should be reported. Tho examining Committee had found 4 general 

R woasknoss in the imowlodgo of economics. There is no set list of questions for use in 

tho New Speakers Test. Camberwell said that had tho adhered to the present ruling 0 
mootings in their earca wouid have been held this inter. Another EC member put the view 
thet all mambers cro not cavablo of speaking on the outdoor platform.Some would-be 
speakers s.e unable to doal with the basic items of the Party case. If the Test is 
abolished there «' 11 be moro complaints from Branches against speakers and the rule 
dealing with complcints against speakers would have to be applied. 

The opener wound tp by saying that it was not the view of his brench that all members 

should be ellowe"’ to speak on the outdoor platform but that this should be left to the J 

discretion of the branches. The best test for speakers is the platform itsolf. 

Resolution lost by a largo majority. 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION(Southend) "That this conforonce recommends the BC to purchase 2 
second hand van and to ecuip it with a platform roof and 1 udsposker 
unit f r the use of a full-timo propagandist". 
{ Southend said that in their opinion th: days of the portable platform were over and 
groat advantoge could be obtained from the laud speaker nethodt.. 


hae . 
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(5) LITS 2TURS O. 


eee sply to 2 quostion the Editorial Committee sat 
a) Delecrte meeting rocommen?dation, In reply sees ee a pe 
‘s Be heme verist for tho pomphlet on'”ar" had been co.lected and p ee 
oun wee written. They were wmablo to say when it woul bo ready for publication » 


Pre. 


‘Mat this conferences recomiends the BO to carry 


me IMTONeNoyr end r edkney ) ¥ 
RESOLUTION-Narcika ond Jomes(Heackney ndation on the publication of" War ond the 


out the Delezate meoting recomne 
Yorking class" 


Tho Biitoriel Committee said that if this resolution was carried they would have to 


scrap & large part of the work already done. 
Resolution lost by a large majority. 


(b) Delegate moeting recommendation 1946. 
RESOLUTION - Mille@m and Bryan "Theat this conference recommonds that 2 page leaflets on 


vorioty of subjects similar to'Introducing tho SPGB' be produced" 
4 manbur of tho Editorial Committoe said that he thought the idea was a good one and it 
would holp thom if Branches would let them kmow what they considered to be suitable 
subjects md clso indicete articlus in the 'S/S!' which might be uscd. 
Rosolution agroed to. 


(¢) Port Publicetions( Bit tori el) 
ITM FOR DISCUSSION(Paddington) "Cen the '8/S' be improved" 
RESOLUTION- Yaltors ond Bryon(Paddington) "thet the Béitorial Comnitteo circulste to 
Brnnchos e list of suggostcd titles thet would be suitable for inclusion 
in th 'S/s'” 
4 momber of th Blitoricl Comittee romarked that it would be better if mombers 
concentrated on ono perticulsr subject. They wanted members, for expmple,to write 
about the industry in vhich thoy wore empl yed. Paddington said tho idea would give 
the Ecitorial Committee very little work end would be worth trying. 
Resolution carried unenimously. 
The Generel Socretary asked confersme to consider the present cost of the 'S/S'. The 
16 pago edition now meant a loss. of £14.per month Palling on HO funds. 
RESOWTION- Luwrence and Goorge(Bloomsbury)"That the matter be referred to the Delegate 
Meeting end tho EC circulnte 2 resort on the financial position to branches" 
Resolution agreed to. 


RUS OBISEMIP -Bldrmd:and Korsley{Bitondbury)"That this conference recomaends that the "s/s! 
i HON Lobe printoiuiith)thotold sigo-type™ r= Di ” 
Resolution carried unanimously. 


(ad) Party Publications (Distribution) 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION.(Ealing) "Mcothods of selling party literature” 
E:ling said they had dune very good york with door to door canvassing and selling the 


'g/S' outside main line stations. Kingston said the sele of the 'S/S' endits contents 
cre connected. The number sold is very 1 w in compirison to the membership of the Party. 
Members cre not satisfied with the standard of the '8/S' and therefore do not make great 
efforts tc sell it. 4 Bl omsbury delegate seid thet he had personclly never 
hesitated to sell the 'S/S'. The only way to improve it was for more able writors to 
come elong.e Tho Control Circuluting Committee had failed because members had no time to 
support it. We should be ut meotings of 211 o:ganisations with our literature. i ae 
RESOLUTION. - Bernard and Hopwood "That this conference recommends the EC to circul: 
branches with a view ‘to finding out their attitude to Poca 
from Head Offico at retail selling price”. : ¢ 
RESOLUTION- McClaughlin and Ttotmen(S.¥.London)"That the BC be requested to ¢ 
advisability of approaching tho LCC and other bodies control:ing 
opon spaces for permits to sell party literature on or in the 
spaces". 


Resolution carried by a largo majority. 


AMENDMENTS 10 RULES. — 
Leyton Branch ve sue 
Rulo 2 lino 3 - "Delete aftor'boing' the ords’official due stemp’ ond in: ta 
signature of tho Teeesurer'" : , 
Rulo 9-to read" Eceh Branch to remit to Head Office two thirds of dues | 
d ent Gro xr “Thet the word'uuerterly? be inserted betwoon 
words Hond Office! and 'two thirds’ 


es 


= "Delete 'Sd' and insort'4a!' " lest 8-68 
- "Dueleto '2a' and inscrt *3a'" lost 8-68 


lost 31+45 


iS = 7 lete all after tho ‘ord'Quorum' and insert'iny momber shall 1l:pse from 
EC if absont from three consecutive meetings unless granted leave of 

ahsonce by thb.BC Wor Party business, holidays, sickness or other reasons 
coptahéo to tho EC; except that my mumber absent from six motings in 


yuarter shall lapse”. 
cerried 43-29. 
ol all after'yuorum' ond insert'any member sh2ll lapse from the EO if 
sont from threo consecutive metings or absent from six motings in any 
gucrtor unless granted leave of absence by tho EC" 
lost 12-56. 
Branch 
"Insort oftor'Gonortl Secretary' the words ‘who shell sit Ex-Officio on the 
EeC." lost 29-45. 


rule as it stands and insort 2s foll ws:- "Thon mattors of 
r ocomomie importomce ariso either nationally or internationally, 

4, or upon tho rocuisition of six or more branches shall call a 

Mecting .Inm order that mombers shall have the fullest available 

infor on the poarticul.r subject « roport shall be placed before the 
Qs le ates who in turn sh.ll report to their brenches who at a specially 


swancned mooting shell mandate thcir duluvates to a delegate moeting which 
sholl be recalled by the EC within thrvo months of tho initial meeting. The 
Dilugate movting sh.1] have tho powor to (8) call a Party poll (b) instruct 
the EC on the maittar dboforc than. ne eT mootings shell be constitutod as 
lnid dow in Rulo 20°* 


lost 26-41. 


imontmont 8.7. lundom-" Te lete the first sontonco of the proposed amendment to rule 25 
nd to insort in its pleco tho fo Apes finale: Then matters of politicel or 


tomomic i portance crise, Githor nationally or internationally, the ZC may, 


of six branches, shall call a Deluente to D.lusate 
lost 18-58. 


g.“Eoch Branch, with the exception of Contral Branch, 
P arliam ae Pund a minimum of 64 por Branch momber. 


Tho = enleul: on the basis on tho mumbor of mombors 
, d et tho bi ‘tenine ‘of the quartor. "the gum duc shall be paid within four weoks 
f the on‘ of the quortor. it the roquost of tacBranch and for -easons d.emcd 
] i sufficiunt by the BC the BC shall heve power to waive the contribution or 
thet Brench. Becnchos shall not attempt to raise the sum by means of 2 
personel lovy upon tho mumborship" lost 18-58. 


USSION. (Birmingham) "Theat the possibilitios be oxplored of obtaining permanent 
advertising sites on tho stylo of the ‘Wayside-Pulpit’ boards, for 
xhibiting party posters ond pithy Socialist slogans in overy city or 
town “hors 2 Branch or Group oxists”. 
This item for discussion w s movol as 4 resolution by Cook snd Grow(Birmingham) 
carriod 25-4. 


un 


RESOLUTION) Jemos ond Griffiths(Hacknuy/"Tuct this conference rocommends that large disjlay 


Ivertisemmts bo insortod in the'Pictury Post’ advertising tie ‘S$/S' and 
‘Russia Since 19179" 
lost by & larce mjority. 


TION - (Z-ling) "That this conference notes that in spite of the steady increase 
‘ ne in the Party size, pross publicity is still deplorably insufficient ondinstruce 
BO to appoint a Notionel Press re_rosentative whose duty {t shall be to 
ous tho Perty's namo before the Notional *ress wherever possible". 
Baling oponud by saying thet tho Party had nover mado a real cffort in this connection. Tm 
o purionce w rould bo usoful ond if wo triod it for a yoer we could reviow the situation then. 
} comuy@s Viow was that as tho Party mado a roator impression on ths Working class, 
stats would aston lly acouro. South Yost London thought that 311 mombers should 
write to the progs ama a Notional Pross Office could later be appointed to co-ordinate 
tholr offorts. Camborwoll said that mny mmbors write to the Pross but not all of 
thotr lottors properly roprusont the Party cease. ‘The question of National Pruvss 


~ Ge 


Publicity should be left to the mublicity Co 
campaigns had shon hat good work ee 
to tho pross wore also noodod t. write articl 
soyine thet they hed had success with tho local | 
hed too mich to do and wo should have onc mumbor 
start a8 soon os possiblo in vicw of tho apir 
ee Sree 2 carr 
, (9) ORG/- SL TIONS 
my FOR DISCUSSION( Falham Branch Inst So 
their nosrost active Psa 
Thore wns & brief discussion on this item. 
Tho Oversoes Sceretary gave nows of tho group in I 
group atdrosso< tho SET nee : 
PL BO LORS da 2. 
ex 902 DISOUSSIOM. (1eneno stor) thet this conte 
monics(gsifts, don tions, co 
the purpose of contesting | 
thet particulcr purpose, Tt 
gonornl funds of the tal a 
accor‘ ing.y". 
Manchostcr opsned by saying that they were oppo 
Genurel Fund should be used to extend the Par 
purposes. Money uso® for Parliamentary activi 
perticuler purpose as using the Gencral Fund ms 
Paddington scid that tho Party had comnitted 
any money necessary should be drawn from the | 
whan 1¢ camo to quostions of other forms of a 
Menchester's 1dca was adopted there might be 
were oxhuustoed. 
RESOLUTION- Poolo ani Mettingly(Palmors Green) 
shell contcst olcctions wherevor end ~honcver 
accordingly". 4 general discussion took plac 
of South ‘West London Branch out of order for d 
cloctions. 


RESOW TION - gi rg in ani Rush(Hacknoy) 


4 gonoral discussion took lace points from % d 
Somo mombers vore op_osed to Parliamentary 
contributo to be used for this purpose. ‘Othe: 
fund ineressod, ond therefore the not cost fe 
election Bee 5 qa not represent an aoapEs 


ee ee on * Targn t= 


‘i Resolution ¢ 


RESOLUTION =Moss ani Ford"That this bald 
the Bronches concorned mako pr 


between now end the general e 
Elgvare said that the previous campaigns 
arrangements in good time for the next 


RESOLUTION- Grew and aceite: 
t 


forthcoming general ele 
prospective candidate hed beon ¢ 


Birmingham -anted propaganda in the constit 
oluctionse We should have @ nuuber of ¢ 
provide tha funds. Isi 


u 
} 


-< 


: 


a" | ns» Paddin:ton urgod that monbors should be givon 


‘tam said that mmters did not roalise the ament of Work involve’ in two 


4 Work to do wha 
vlol, “oe had et lenet 500 mombors in London ond that was Pot gate : 


° as-Yost Ham stato! that thero wore enough mombors in tho 
ares 
» to run a campaigns It wes © good constituency in ovory eet. s 
Res lution oarrtod 61-8, 


—OBUR WS INESS . 


raio R.Vicary(Contral Branch) askod for pormission tc ai4ress the comforence. 
solution - Millenand Cotties"that Vicary bo honrd” Lerood. 


‘icary raiso’ the guost fon of non-ropresentation of Contral Branch mombors et 
locate Mootings md Conferences, His plen wis -hat Contral Branch members should 
pormittea to oxpross their views ond roristor a voto on items on the agendas to 

tno Central Branch Secretary. The majority decision on cach re: lution would 
nstitute the Contral Branch Vote. 

RESOLUTION -Mattingly snd Flittor" That this conference recommends the BC to consider 
the onfrinchising of Centrol Dranch mombe.s for tho /innual Conference 
and D.loente Mooting". 

MONDMGNT - MeGeuchlin md T otmen(S.7.Lonion)"That the EC be askei to consider the 
practicability of giving Central Branch manbers the op_ortunity of 
placing: itoms on the final egenda ond boing represented ut the ahnual 
conforonce and dclusate meeting". 

imonément carried by large majority. 
Sub.Resolution - ditto=- 


(6) EDUCATION. 


RESOWTION - 


Islincton"That this conference instructs tho EC to set up machinay to 
more offoctively utilise tho energies of those mambers ho have passed 
throuch the tutorinl classes at Hoad Office’ 


Islineton oxpresso. Aissstisfoction with the fact that members were going through these 
clessues snd their energies wore thon lost to Party activity in this sphoro. Edgware 
scid thet tho machinery asked for by the resolution clready existed Loyton ssiod 
for concrete susysstions. Marylebone sugested that members of the class should tour 
brenehos ond reccive the critism of oxperienced members. /n EC member said that 
most of our e uentional work lncke’ purpose. Mombers should be given an opportunity 
to dcvolope the capabilitios thoy possoss and so be given 2 means of expression. 
Jnother EC member said th classes hed been successful but in the long run i8 depended 
to 2 great extent on the manbors thomselves. There as no short cus to being on 
effective Party member- the only roed was hard work. 

Resolution carried 57-68. - 


RESOLUTION ~- Janes and Rush"That this conference recomsends t.e EC to review the “entire 
olueational systom". derood. 

RESOLUTION.- Flitter and Borender(F¥ulhom)"That this conference recommends tho EC to 
investigste the possibility of sotting up s Research Bureau for the 
benifit of o11 Perty Propagencists",. iereed. 

RESOWTION -Flittor and Vority"That this conference recommends that the EC consider the 
possibility of running © Party summcr week-end school” Apreed. 


(10) FINANCE 
No action. 


(12) HLSCELLLNEOUS. 
RESOLUTION - Moss (Edewaro) Custor(Loyton)"That futuro Delegate meetings be extended 
to two days and that tho second day bo given over for "Items for discussion’ 
Flittor md Borender{ Fulham)"Delete o11 after'two days’ ond insert'after 
tho complotion of o11 business the romainder of the time be given ovar 
to items for discussion” 


Mops ssid thet th business should be completed before "Items for Discussion” be dealt 


AMENDMENT - 


fzendmont lost by large majority. 

Resolution carried 31-20. 
(Bradford) "That the EC take any nocessery action, by legal process or 
othcriso to prevont the deliberate and fraudulent mis-use f the name of 
the Party by certoin N toonal newspapers who on all possible occasions 
refor to tho British L-bour Purty as the Socielist Purty" 
Resolution lost 2-64, 


RESOLU TION— 


: = 10 o» / 
RISOWTION - (Bredford) "That this conforonce recommonds that all written communicatins ’ 
from Party branches or Head Office to outside organisations or persons be 
mado on approved printed Party stationsry" 
ADDENDBN_ - (Croydon) "That the words'to be obtained from Head Office’ be added after 
the word Stutionory ' 
Zddendum carriod 36-16 
4s 4 Sub.Ros. " 39-16. 
RESOLUTION -(Bradford)"that this conference consider the implication that by our ow 
uso of the title'The Socialist Party'of Groat Britétn we are tacitly 
admitting: that some oth r political party ~ The British Labour Porty- 
is 'Tho Sogialist Party" instead of ourselves. ~ 
Resolution 1 st 2-70. 
RESOLUTION -(Southend) That this conferunco recommends that the SPGB adopts the title 
of the "Yorld Socialist Party" 


AVMENDIEN?_ -(Executive Committee) "To dulete tho words'that this conference recomuends” 
Lereod. 
LDOEONDUY - (Birmingham)"To add’Or such title as will indicate the international 


character of the Party" 
ZMENDMENT -(Folham) "That the wordstand its compunion parties! bo inserted between 
the words'Britian’and'Adopts'". 
Birmingham said that as wo worked for World Socialism wo should oall oursélyvos 1° 
"The ‘orld Socialist Party". Manchestor did not seo how a change of name would 
cvoid confusion. Bloomsbury said that our job was to dcal with tho British 
Capitalist Cless. If we changed our namo tho workers would think that the SPGB had 
disoppcared. Southend said that a nev title would omphasise our international 
cheracter and distinguish us from reformist organisations. 
Fulham amendnent lost 17-57 
Birmingham addendum " 11-63 
Southern resolution " 20-54 


ITEM FOR DISCUS10N(Southond) “Tant this conferonco wishes to draw the attention of the 
EC to the fact th t resolutions from branches to confo_ence, if 
cerrier, ero not recommendations but instructions to thu EC. We 
therefore assort thet the Standing Orders Committee has no right 
to prefcce conference resolutions with'That this conference 
recommends!" : 

RESOLUTION - Kerr ané Carvur(Vest Hom)"That it is 2 violetion of Rule 25 for tho EC 

to place motions <nd amendments before the Annual Conference and for 
Standing orders Committoe to alter the wording of motions and cmendments 
os submitted by branchcs." 


MENDMENT - MoLeughlin end Trotman(S¥ Ln ndon)"Thet this conference protests egeinst 9 F 
the alteration of eny resolution sent in by branches without the consen 
of tho Branch". 4 
The Gonoral Socretary seid that the EC this year had recognised that resolutions sont 


in by branchos should not hove beon profacod by tho Standing O.ders Committee with > 


tho words'Tact this conference recormonds' and tho EC had accordingly placed a 
number of amendments on the agenda to bring tho resolution back to the form r 
by tho brenchos who had submitted thom. is far as tho placing of items on the 
by tho BC wes concerned this had been previously done by a-nubber ect 
occasions. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Sub. Res. agreed. 
I1EM POR DISCUSSION: - Paddington Branch "Socialism and Merxism”. Fa 


RESOMJPION- Coster(Leyton) and Flitter(Fulham)"That this ftom be defi 
the jutwm D legate meeting" igreed. 


LIEN FOR DISCUSSION(Croydon)" Amplification of BC roprts " 
Croydon said we needed more infomation as to what actually was said 
the General Secretary said it would bo difficult to do more than was | 
present with the present party staff position. , 
RESOLUTION- MecLoughlin end Trotmen(S7London)"2hat the Bo be request: 
sub comnittoe” reports are submittod in writing aut are ft 

reports to branches" Cad 19-9. 

RESOLUTION MoLaughlin and Cottis"that Fraternal Greatings be sont to 


During the conference there wore present 74 d legates sida 
Branch not boing represontods 

C.C.Groves, 

General 5 


